
TREATISE ON 

might come prepared to pafs the plane, I was neceffitated to com- 
pofe the plane of rollers, or to give wheels to each boat : after 
weighing thefe two modes of conflrudlion, I ultimately determined 
on wheels to the boats. Rollers being attended with many feeming 
difficulties, firft, that of forming them in a flraight line j fecondly, 
that of keeping them true j thirdly, fhould any rollers be out of 
repair, the machinery and trade would be flopped, for fo long 
a time as the repairs continued in hand*. But, if a boat 
was damaged, that boat only would be retained till repaired, 
which might quickly be done, in confequence of being light, and 
eafily handled. * 

Having therefore adopted wheels, I fhall endeavour to obviate 
fuch obje£lions as feern mofl natural to arife againfl this combina- 
tion of a boat and waggon, after defcribing their mode of for- 
mation. For this purpofe, fee Plate I. which reprefents three 
modes of confirming boats to convey different articles j either by 
a flow, or by a quick movement, as particular circumflances may , 
require. 


Fig. i. Exhibits the market, or paffage, boat. 

Fig. 2. The difpatch for the purpofe of conveying fuch goods as 
require expedition. 

Fig. 3. The common trader. 

This lafl boat is twenty feet long, four wide, two feet ten 
inches deep, in the clear ; flat at the bottom, and ends like a box ; 
it may be compofed of three-inch deal, bolted and fcrewed in the 


■•♦ yet it is poifible rollers may be found of nfe in fome cafes. 
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